Tote Bag Instructions
Marjorie Wheeler, January 2019
1. Cut 40" x 20" (40" x 23" for extra wide) for body of bag (sturdy denim weight fabric)
2. Cut 40" x 20" (40" x 23" for extra wide) for coordinating lining (may be broadcloth or calico,
drapery fabric, etc.) For zipper pockets, see note at the bottom of directions.
3. Cut 20" x 12" (23" x 12" for extra wide) for bottom, or base of bag. Ultrasuede or another
layer of denim, simulated leather, or canvas works well.
4. Cut 10" x 8-10" handwoven for pocket, and lining for pocket, (and med. wt. interfacing)
5. Cut 40" x 20" fusible fleece (40" x 23" for extra wide) for body of bag
6. Cut 2 pcs. 6" x 10" your choice of fabric (coordinating lining, sturdy fabric, or pocket fabric) for
tab closure, with med. wt. interfacing. You will trim to your design.
7. Prepare Piping 2 pcs. each 20" (23" for extra wide) optional. Apply to the right side of each
long side of base, with the raw edges together and the cord toward the center of the base.
8. Prepare Straps (2 each 44 inches). They may be shorter if that is what you have. We
recommend an inkle band or strapping stitched down on a base to make it last and be more
comfortable. A strip of denim or lining (with interfacing) with edges folded in works nicely to
lay the band on top and stitch on each side so that the base extends about ¼ inch on each side.
The raw edges turned in will be hidden by the band.
Alternatively, the inkle bands may extend only to the top edge of the bag and be sewn into
the seam with the lining. In this case, the handle is sewn separately and attached with "D"
rings.
9. Fuse the fleece onto the lining according to directions. Use a press cloth and steam for best
results.
10. Assemble the pocket by fusing with interfacing, then sewing on lining at top edge. Press, baste
or pin raw edges together. (Alternatively use non-handwoven, and double, folding in half to
form top edge.) If using handwoven, apply interfacing to the handwoven for best results.
Pocket may be trimmed to fit your design, remembering not to set the handles too far apart.

11. Prepare the body, by laying out flat and placing the base (bottom), pocket, and straps. Sewing
on the strap will secure the pocket on each side by overlapping the pocket raw edges 3/8
inches. Sewing on the base will sew down the lower edges of the pocket and straps. When all is
pinned in place, stitch on the straps FIRST, ending 3 inches from the top edge. You will have to
unpin the base for this operation. Stitch on both sides of straps, from bottom to top using a
walking foot if you have one to keep it from moving with the foot. This will secure the pocket
sides. Reinforce the top edge by stitching an "X". Then stitch in the ditch in the piping to
secure the bottom and lower edges of straps and pocket.
If you are not using piping, turn base under ¼ inch and top stitch to complete.

12. Prepare the 2 tab pieces by interfacing one. Cut to the size of your choice, and shape one of
the narrow sides by trimming off the corners or rounding. Sew the two together, leaving open
the remaining narrow side. Trim and clip, turn, and press. Place in the center of the back of
lining piece, INTERFACED SIDE OF TAB TO RIGHT SIDE OF LINING. Baste in place, ¼ inch from
edge.

13. Lay right side of lining against right side of body of bag. The tab will be against the back side
of the bag. Stitch the two seams, ½ inch from the edge. Press the seam toward the lining, and

understitch from the top side.
lining stitched and understitched. Note the tube shape.

14. Re-fold to align the seams you have just sewn with each other. Sew from this seam to the
very bottom of the bag on the lining side, and then sew from the same spot to the very bottom
of the bag on the "outside" fabric side. Repeat on the second side of the bag, EXCEPT LEAVE A
TURNING HOLE ABOUT 6 INCHES IN THE LINING. YOUR SEAMS WITH THE BASE & PIPING
SHOULD LINE UP. Press the seams open.

15. Sew a triangle in each bag bottom and each lining bottom by folding with the seam on top,
pressing open the seam, and then clipping the fold to open it all the way. Measure 6 inches
across and mark with a pencil. Measure each sides of the triangle 3 inches to make sure it is
symmetrical. Stitch across and stitch again 1/8 inch toward the triangle tip for extra strength.

16. Fold the bag right side out, pushing the triangles flat in the base. They will give extra strength
to the bag bottom. Finish the turning hole by hand slip stitching. Add a Gripper Snap to the
tab.

This particular bag has short handles due to the length of the inkle band available.
17. Sew on M.O.B. label on the outside in back, between the handles Add a piece of iron-on tape or plain
fabric for recipient on the INSIDE to write their name with a Sharpie.
18. Patch or zipper pockets may be added to lining before sewing to body of bag. Add extra to allow for the
double thickness of the pocket. A 5 " pocket will require 10 inches extra of fabric. Use your imagination
to make your bag unique!

KIDS TOTE BAG INSTRUCTIONS for Bags A and B
AREA 4 OF THE HANDWEAVERS’ GUILD OF CONNECTICUT , 2019
Sue Jones
MATERIALS NEEDED:
HANDWOVEN FABRIC:



Choose a piece of handwoven fabric 10” x 8-10” for the outside pocket. Samples work well. Zigzag
or serge cut edges. Fuse with interfacing.
Inkle woven bands work well for straps or bands. See below

BODY:



Bag A: One piece denim weight fabric 22” x 40” from lip to lip. (See Diagram 1)
Bag B: Two pieces of fabric, each 22” x 15” attached to the bottom (base). This style is used if
there are smaller pieces or directional fabric.

BOTTOM (BASE)


Use sturdy fabric (denim, Ultrasuede) 12” x 22”

PIPING:





2 pieces of coordinating fabric each 1.5” x 22”
2 lengths of cotton string, 22”
To create piping, fold fabric in half, wrong sides together, and press. Put string in fold and stitch using
zipper foot.

STRAPS OR HANDLES WITH BANDS:
STRAPS:




You can make two large straps of inkle weave and canvas weight fabric. Each strap is 44 inches long
including handle. If using inkle, reinforce it with a strip of canvas weight fabric (3”, or at least an inch
wider than inkle band) with edges folded in (1/2”) and covered with inkle.
Or - use commercial belting/strapping instead of the inkle, sewing it to a strip of canvas weight fabric,
edges folded as above. This makes the handle softer.

HANDLES WITH BANDS:


You can make separate handles and bands. You will need 4 inkle bands (15” each) which will cover
the raw edges of the pockets and 2 handles 6” x 18” each.

TAB (Optional)
Cut 2 pieces 6" x 10" your choice of fabric (coordinating lining, sturdy fabric, or pocket fabric) for tab
closure, with medium weight interfacing. You will trim to your design.

LINING:
The length and width of the lining needs to be at least the same size as the outside piece. If you have a
longer piece, you can fold it to make an interior pocket (needs to be 10” to 20” longer in order to fold it
for a 5” to 10” deep pocket)

FUSIBLE FLEECE:
The fleece needs to be an inch smaller (length and width) than the lining. This will make the seams less
bulky. The fleece makes the bag sturdier and able to stand up.

Diagram 1
This shows the outside body with pockets and straps covering the raw edges of the pockets.
The bottom (base) will cover the bottom of the pocket. The kids’ totes sport only one outside pocket.

DIRECTIONS:
A. Lay Bag A or Bag B bodies right side up.
B. Prepare outside handwoven pocket as follows:
1) Line up handwoven piece with interfacing and its lining right sides together. Sew together on the
8” side or top.

2) Press the seam allowances toward the lining and understitch on the right side of the lining only.
This will stabilize the top of the pocket and prevent rolling.
C. Prepare outside of bag (Bag A):

1) Fold outside piece in half to find the center and mark with a pin.
2) Fold bottom (base) piece in half to find center and mark with pin.
3) Line up these lines and pin to each other.
4) Lay pocket under bottom piece by ½”, centering it horizontally on bag.
5) Lay one strap over raw edge of pocket by ½” and ½” under bottom.
6) Lay other strap in place on other side of bag, lining up with first strap and covering the other raw
edge, and making sure it will be ½” under bottom.

7) Pin pocket and straps in place, and remove bottom temporarily.
8) Stitch each side of strap covering pocket edges from bottom to top, using a walking foot if you
have one as material is very thick. Stitch to 3” from top of bag, right side of strap first, then
reinforce with “X” at top of stitching. Then sew left side of strap to top of “X”. Repeat with
second strap.

9) Sew piping to bottom base each long side, with raw edges together, using a zipper foot. Fold raw
edges of piping under and press.

10) Pin bottom base back in place. Stitch in the ditch on each side to attach bottom to body, and
securing ends of straps and raw edge of pocket. See Diagram 2.

11) Note: If using bands and handles, follow the layout for the straps. The bands will be attached the
same as the straps. The handles will be attached later. See Diagram 3

D. Prepare outside of bag (Bag B):

1) Follow above directions for attaching the pocket and straps. When attaching the bottom, make sure
the two outside pieces are lined up so the bottom will be centered properly. Otherwise the lining
will not fit properly.
2) See note above concerning the bands and handles.

Diagram 2

Diagram 3

E. Making the handles
Using the 2 pieces of sturdy fabric 6” x 18”, lay each piece wrong side up, fold the long sides together
and press. Open up the fold and see the crease. Fold each long side to the crease and press. Now fold
the two sides together and press. Insert a piece of fleece and stitch the two long edges. Then pin the
ends of the handles to the lip, inside the bands.
F. Prepare lining (both Bag A and B):
1) Lay the lining over the body, right sides together and pin temporarily at the lips. Fold any extra
fabric of the lining into a pocket. Pin the sides of this pocket together. Remove lining with pockets
from body and sew the sides of the new pocket together. Sew in divides for the pocket as desired.
See Diagram 4.

2) If the lining fabric is directional, the lining will need to be in two pieces so the designs are both
right side up. See Diagram 4.

3) Fuse the fleece onto the lining using a pressing cloth and steam. You may want
parchment paper or nonstick pressing cloth underneath to prevent any stickiness on your ironing
board. Hold the iron still for 12 counts and then move to next spot, always making sure the bond is
good. Do not use an ironing motion, but rather hold, pick-up and place on next area, careful to
always use the press cloth so the fleece does not melt onto the iron.

Diagram 4 - Directional Lining with Pockets
G. Stitching the lining to the bag

1) Now stitch the lips of the bag together, body to lining, right sides together. Press seam allowance
toward lining and understitch. NOTE: If you are using handles, the ends of the handles need to be
between the body and the lining, and centered between the bands on the body. Stitch together with
walking foot, due to thickness. A Tab may be inserted on the back side between the body and
the lining to snap on the front when the bag is done.

2) You now have THE LOOP. Lay the body and lining so that both lips are in the middle. See
Diagram 5. Put the lips together, and make sure that the bottom/piping is also aligned. Pin the
sides together starting at the lip and pinning to both the bottom of the body and the lining. Stitch
all 4 seams from lip to bottom AND LEAVE A TURNING HOLE OF ABOUT 6 INCHES IN
ONE SIDE OF THE LINING.

Diagram 5 "THE LOOP"

H. Forming the Base, or Bottom of the Bag

1) Sew a triangle in each bag bottom and each lining bottom by folding the bottom corner so the
seam is facing up. See Diagram 6 below.

2) Press the seam open, and then clip the overlapping material at the tip to open the seam flat.
3) Using a ruler or tape measure, determine where the perpendicular width is 6 inches across and
mark with a pencil. Check that each side of the triangle is 3 inches to make it symmetrical.

4) Stitch on marked line and stitch again 1/8 inch for extra strength

Diagram 6 The Triangle
I. Turn the bag right side out.

1) Open up the turning hole and pull the bag through the hole, pressing out all the corners and
pressing to help the bag take on its shape.

2) Hand sew the turning hold closed.
3) After discussion, the decision was made to have labels made and attached to these bags. The labels
for the outside of the bag, on the side without the pocket, say:

M.O.B.
My Own Bag
4) The last step is to apply a blank iron-on label to the lining inside the stitching of the
outside label, so each child can put their name on their own bag.

